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Dear Friends in Christ, 
 
 Since Advent is the time we set aside for preparin g 
for Christmas, I trust that there is still time for  me to 
get ready for the big day.  Like you, I have readie d my 
lists, have begun to cross off some items, have add ed 
other ones I’d neglected when I first made the list , and 
am working steadily at finishing off everything by the 
stroke of midnight that separates December 24 th  from the 
25 th .  As I was studying that list, though, I realized that 
I had left off a hugely important item, one that wo uld 
probably fill up the whole roll of paper were I to write it out: “get more exercise 
for your soul”. 
 Happily, it is possible to combine this item with other activities on the list!  
For instance, one entry is “buy cookie ingredients” .  While I’m at the store I can 
also pick up a couple of cans of sliced peaches for  the Food Pantry.  Or if I am 
bolder yet, I can spot a struggling single mother w ith her children, press a folded 
$10.00 or $20.00 bill into her hand and say “Do me a favor, would you, and use this.”  
It will do far more for me than it would do for her .  Another entry is “Uncle Dave’s 
present”.  Rather than go to the Wal-Mart or Target , I could find my way on the ’net 
to Church World Service: www.churchworldservice.org  and ask for the Alternative 
Holiday Market Packet  and the Best Gift  catalog, or order online at 
www.cwsbestgift.org ;  maybe let my fingers do the walking through Ten Tho usand 
Villages: www.tenthousandvillages.com. to support i nternational fair trade by 
purchasing handcrafted items.  Their website offers  the nearest store locations, 
hosting fair information, volunteer opportunities a nd purchasing.  I could also seek 
out Equal Exchange Interfaith Program at www.equale xchange.com  where I could choose 
from among gifts of fairly traded coffee, tea, choc olate and cocoa.  I might also 
consider giving a gift to the church in Uncle Dave’ s honor, knowing that the church 
can use a donation more than Uncle Dave needs anoth er jigsaw puzzle or tie. 
 Those suggestions have to do with how I spend my d istilled time, but I can also 
spend real time instead of its distillation.  How a bout taking an afternoon retreat, 
just four hours of quiet time away from a screen or  speaker, where I can be alone with 
my Bible, my thoughts, and my Lord?  How about as m y wrapping presents progresses, I 
pray for those who have nothing to wrap, no one to give a gift to, or nothing in which 

to wrap themselves?  How about I extend myself beyo nd my usual 
haunts and go amuse the kids at the pediatrics ward  with my 
juggling skills (or lack thereof), or visit some fo lks at Eden 
Park, or take a plateful of the myriad cookies that  seem to 
appear out of nowhere over to the staff at Kaatersk ill Care? 
 Nobody will notice their absence if I don’t do any  of these 
things.  I probably won’t even notice.  That’s the sad thing.  
We have come to accept the mediocre: a lack of gene rosity and 
paucity of gentility is normal.  We are even gratef ul for its 
normalcy.  It is into this sort of a world that Jes us came in 
the first place.  Has his arrival made any differen ce?  If a 
difference does not show in us, his disciples, why is the rest 
of the world supposed to care about it?  Let us use  the time we 
have, the resources at our disposal, to prepare a d ecent place 
for Jesus to come and be born. 
 

Yours… 
. 
 



2 

 
         

 

 
We have had a great fall this year in Sunday 

School.  Our main theme that we ran was an Athens 
Food Pantry drive which gave us quite a bit a cans to 
donate on November 12th and donation of $24.23 in 
cash.  The children were given a challenge to save their 
coins for 2 weeks with each day given a specific amount 
to save.  For example, on Monday they were to count 
the shoes in their closet.  For each pair of shoes, they 
were to save 10 cents.  For each song they listen to on 
Tuesday, they were to deposit 5 cents.  It was fun.  They 
were taught to give what you are able.  Some brought in 
10 cents, some brought in $3.00.  It was fun.  

The pre primary and primary class (ages 4-7) 
were challenged through their lesson to help in the 
community as well.  They spent part of their Sunday 
School lesson sweeping and raking the leaves from the 
grass and part of the parking lot.  They learned to help 
to take care of God’s earth. 

The 3rd graders were given a Bible this 
September.  Those that received them were: Hannah 
Lindstrom, Conner Mastmann, Elizabeth Oliveira and 
Karyn Stroud.  They are busy learning the New 
Testament and also working on learning the books of 
the bible so that they can look up scriptures during their 
lessons.  

We are now all preparing for the Christmas Eve 
pageant.  Everyone has been given a role and the story 
about Christ’s birth was read so they remember the 
story.  One of our object lessons was to remember the 

reason for the season, not just 
getting presents since we are all 
bombarded with media.  It is a 
very busy time of year for us. 

Sunday School begins 
in the sanctuary at 9:15 each 
Sunday morning with classes 
for children 3 years- High 
school.  If you are interested in 

joining us, please do.  We would love to have you 
come.  

Blessings for the Holiday season! 
 

- Kristen H. Lindstrom 
Superintendent of Sunday Schools 
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It is that time of year again! Hard to believe, 
but Christmas is not too far away.  
 

December 8th the Coxsackie-Athens Community 
Band performed their annual 
Christmas Concert in the Sanctuary. 
This enjoyable group always seems 
to get us in the spirit of Christmas. 
Our Senior Choir  performed as well. 

 

December 16th Plan to stay for a pot-
luck lunch and to decorate the 
Christmas tree in the front of the church 
after worship on Sunday, December 
16th.  We’ll also place the poinsettia plants we have 
on hand. 

 If you plan to bring a 
poinsettia plant to decorate the 
sanctuary for the holiday, please 
be sure to sign the sheet on the 
back table, and bring the flowers 
in by the time worship starts next 

Sunday.  We’ll put them out while we decorate the 
tree.  If you are a week late, you may be able to find 
a place to display the plant yourself— there’s no 
reason we couldn’t make room. 

December 23th Sunday December 23rd is the day for 
bringing White Gifts for the 
Annville, Kentucky mission.  
Small gifts of coloring books; sets 
of 12 crayons, markers, or colored 

pencils; story or chapter books; pencils, erasers, and 
sharpeners; or small, lead-free toys or games are 
welcome.  They should be wrapped in white tissue 
or craft paper, with a note indicating the age and, if 
necessary, the gender of the person who should 
receive it.  These packages are used to brighten the 
holidays of families in Appalachia, where desperate 
poverty stalks working families. 

 

The Annual Cookie 
Exchange will again take 
place the Sunday before 
Christmas (the 23rd).  Wrap 

up your favorite festive cookies or bars in packages 
of a dozen, mark them with a price, and set them on 
the table in the downstairs Sunday School room.  
Then come after worship to browse and buy!  The 
proceeds will go to the Wiring Fund. 
 

December 24th Christmas Eve service will take 
place at 7:30 on Monday, December 24th.  Our 
Sunday School will take part in retelling the 
Christmas story, and our handbell and 
vocal choirs will join the congregation 
in making music.  If you would like to 
take part by reading a scripture lesson, 
please see Pastor to take your choice. 

  

 
 

December 25th – Merry Christmas! 
 

December 30th The Christmas season continues 
with worship on Sunday, December 30th with a 
service of singing.  Carols from all around the globe 
will be sprinkled among many favorites as we 
worship Christ the new-born king. 
 

January 6th The twelve days of Christmas conclude 
with the Feast of the Epiphany on 
January 6th.  We will take special 
note of the three foreign visitors 
during worship.  Plan to stay 
afterward for an “Epiphany Party” 

pot-luck lunch, replete with a “King Cake” and 
taking down the Christmas decorations, packing 
them away for next Christmas. 
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All of our music ensembles (the adult choir, 
the children’s choir, and Hudson River Bells) will be 
participating in our Christmas Eve service. 

The Hudson River Bells, 
Jr. Bell choir and our senior choir 
will be presenting a musical 
program for the residents of Eden 
Park on Sunday, December 30th at 
3:30 PM.   

Our senior choir also 
recently participated in the Community Band 
concert that was held in our church. 

 
 

 

January Christian 
Education/Youth 
Gatherings 
 Join us for 
fellowship, 
networking, and the 
sharing of ideas and 
resources.  Let's 
partner together to 
create rich and 
effective ways to live 
out our very special 
call to discipleship.  
Nancy McNiven will 
include a preview of 
Lent and Easter resources for all ages.  The Walk 
With Me and Kerygma curricula seasonal units will 
be available for lending at that time.  As requested, 
note the evening opportunity.  Sessions will be held 
at the Schenectady synod office, which houses our 
synod lending library.  Email Nancy McNiven at 
nmcniven@rca.org at the synod office if you can 
attend or would like a gathering in your area.  
Wednesday, January 9, 2008; 10:00 a.m. – Noon 
and Thursday, January 24, 2008; 7:00 p.m. - 8:30 
p.m. 

 
 

Living Stones Mini Course: The Belhar 
Confession 
 Registration is open for the Living Stones 
mini-course “Exploring the Belhar Confession.”  
This one-day specialized enrichment class will 
explore the content, relevance, and biblical and 
historic roots of the Belhar Confession.  Ideas for 
preaching themes and for leading adult discussion 
groups will be shared by the instructor, Rev. Dr. 
Harold Delhagen.  It will be held on Saturday 
January 26 (10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.) at the 
Greenbush Reformed Church in East Greenbush. 
Cost: $20 per person.  Bring your own bag lunch.  
Registration forms are available through the synod 
website. 
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In October we celebrated our nonagenarians birthdays. 
Happy Birthday to our honored guests!. 
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A serious problem has arisen regarding the electrical 
rheostat wiring in the six chandeliers in the church.  
Each chandelier has four incandescent light bulbs 
for a total of 24 bulbs when all the lights are on.  
Now and then the bulbs burn out and have to be 
replaced.  Such was the case recently.  However, in 
the process of changing a bulb, one of the sockets 
suddenly shorted out.  Rich Kerr, who has been the 
church’s electrician for many jobs, was called to 
assess the situation.  As it turns out, the wiring 
within the fixtures is in poor condition— to the 
point where it must be replaced in each chandelier 
because the potential of an electrical fire exists.  It 
has been suggested that no bulbs be taken out of the 
chandeliers until the wiring and sockets are replaced 
to avoid further damage and danger of fire.  This is a 
critical condition and it is imperative that the work 
be done. 

The time frame for this project would be 
sometime after the holidays, in January or February.  
It is estimated that it will take about three days and 
cost approximately $3000.00.  It need not be said 
that this is not petty cash for us; the prospect of 
paying for this repair out of the general funds gives 
the consistory agita.  Consider giving the church a 
Christmas gift: instead of buying something for 
“someone who has everything”, dedicate a donation 
in their honor to the rewiring project.  Or estimate 
the value of all the gifts you receive this season, and 
offer a thanksgiving tithe to God.  Or just skip a 
couple of trips to Starbucks and have those bucks 
light the stars at church.  Every little bit helps. 
 
 

 

 

Fowler Summer Staff Application 

 
 Camp Fowler is now accepting Staff 
Applications for the summer of 2008.  We are 
looking for people who are 18 years or older and 
have a desire to serve God by working with God's 
children.  Download applications at 
www.campfowler.org. 
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 What constitutes a pastoral 
emergency?  A sudden or grave illness, an accident 
that puts your life or the life of a loved one in 
danger, or a family crisis are good cause to call on 
the pastor to help.  Seminary training includes 
instruction on dealing with situations such as these 
and caring for the folks involved in them.  Pastor 
can act as an extra set of eyes, ears, and hands, and 
has the weight of a respected professional among 
others in the legal and medical fields.  Do not 
hesitate to call for confidential and compassionate 
help when you need it.  Pastor’s phone numbers are 
518-286-1837 at the Rensselaer study, and 518-435-
5568 for her cell. 
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 September’s Sunday 

School Lunch 
 

Ralley Day 2006 
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Food Bank requests for December 

Proteins: 
Canned Ham for Christmas Dinner 
Baked beans (16 oz. cans) 
Salmon (16 oz. cans) 
Tuna, chicken, ham, turkey (16 oz. cans) 
Nuts (5 oz.) 
Fruits: 
Peaches (16 oz. cans) 
Pears (16 oz. cans) 
Fruit cocktail (16 oz. cans) 
Pineapple (16 oz. cans) 
Applesauce (24 oz. cans) 
100% Juices  (24 oz. cans) 
Dairy: 
Dry milk 
Grains: 
Whole grain bread 
Pancake mix (“just add water” only) 
Whole grain cereals 
Miscellaneous: 
Breakfast syrup 
Jellies not packaged in glass 
Condiments not packaged in glass 
Sanitary napkins 
Tampons 
Disposable diapers 
Soap 
Shampoo 
Toothbrushes 
Toothpaste 
Toilet paper 
Dish detergent 
Cash 

 Cash donations which are tax deductible are always 
welcome!  With them the staff purchases fresh ground beef, 
chicken, hot dogs, milk, cheese, and eggs.  Be as generous as 
you would if it were your grandchildren who were going to bed 
hungry. 
 

 
 

Anniversaries: 
 

Jana and Floyd Miller Dec. 22 
 

Birthdays: 
 

Kim Riley Dec. 2 
Kathy Miller Dec. 3 
Margaret Matson Dec. 5 
Robert Muller III Dec. 7 
Megan Govel Dec. 9 
Harold Lindstrom Dec. 13 
Peter Russo Dec. 14 
Sandra Czarnecki Dec. 20 
Ned Barnes Dec. 21 
Patricia Martine Dec. 24 
 

We’d like everyone’s birthdays and 
anniversaries to be included in this section.  If you 
haven’t let us know your special days, please write 
them down on a piece of paper, or fill out one of the 
yellow sheets in the back of the church, and put it in 
the Lantern mailbox. 
Happy Birthday and Happy Anniversary to 
everyone!  
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• First Sunday of Advent, December 2, 2007 
• Second Sunday of Advent, December 9, 2007 
• Third Sunday of Advent, December 16, 2007 
• First day of winter, December 22, 2007 
• Fourth Sunday of Advent, December 23, 2007 
• Christmas Eve, December 24, 2007 
• Christmas Day, December 25, 2007 
• New Year’s Eve/Watch Night, December 31, 2007 
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Please pass this newsletter along! There is no 
better way to introduce family and friends to our church 
than to share our newsletter.  Well, there is one way 
which is far better: Invite them to share a Sunday 
morning with us! 

Do you have something to 
include in the Lantern?  Remember, 
it’s your newsletter!  Our next 
newsletter will be for the 
January/February issue.  Send your 
articles to the editor or put it in the 
Lantern mailbox before the end of 
December.  Thank you!  

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

The First Reformed Church of Athens 
P. O. Box 101 
Athens,  New York   12015 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

The Lantern is published about eight times throughout the 
year January/February, March, April, May, Summer, 
September/October, November and December.  By the: 
 

First Reformed Church of Athens 
P.O. Box 101 

Athens,  NY  12015 
 

Services are held on Sundays at 10:30 a.m. 
Sunday School is held on Sundays at 9:15 a.m. 

Located on North Church Street in the Village of Athens 
 

Pastor....................................... Rev. Kathleen Hart Brumm 
Pastor Emeritus ............................. Rev. Richard Pruiksma 
Music Director.................................................. Kathy Boyer 
Sunday School Superintendent............. Kristen Lindstrom 
Treasurer...............................................Andrea Smallwood 
Church Phone Number.............................. (518) 945-1801 
Pastor’s Study in Rensselaer ................... (518) 286-1837 
Pastor’s Cell Phone................................... (518) 435-5568 
 

Consistory Members 
Worship and Music......... Steve Czarnecki and Phil Dalton 
Christian Education..................................Harold Lindstrom 
Stewardship and Finance.................................Ned Barnes 
Mission and Evangelism ................................Harry Palmer 
Property and Grounds.......................................David Riley 
 

Lantern Editor ..........................................Harold Lindstrom 


